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FICTION
The Story of Edgar Sawtelle by
David Wroblewski (Harper Collins,
2008; 9780061374227)
Wroblewski’s debut into the literary
world is a success.  Rich in
description and detail, the 566-
page-turner will keep you
enthralled. A beautifully written
novel full of mystery, suspicion, and
heart. The story, which is set on a farm in northern
Wisconsin, could easily translate to any Georgia farm in
any sleepy rural town. The characters are few, but well
developed from beginning to end. Gar, Trudy, Edgar and
Claude Sawtelle, along with Doctor and Glen Papineau
and a host of other interesting actors complete the cast.
The tale revolves around the protagonist – Edward
Sawtelle. Born mute and the sole offspring of Gar and
Trudy Sawtelle. The family has bred and raised dogs their
whole life — the mysterious and infamous breed of
Sawtelle Dogs. The tale is full of human emotion,
heartache, turmoil and treachery.  Simply the story is
about the coming of age of a young man, facing our
fears and life’s intricate well-woven mysteries. As a
librarian, I was impressed by the amount of cognizant
research and study that went into the writing of this
book. The chapters on dog training, the Sawtelle breed
history, and the deep relationship between man and
beast are rich in detail and depiction. The touching
portrayal of Edgar, his best friend Almondine and faithful
compatriots (Finch, Pout, Essay, Tinder and Baboo)
impressed me. Dog lovers and anyone who has ever loved
and lost a pet will be able to relate to the moving
narrative of Edgar Sawtelle. 
— Reviewed by Kenneth M. Kozel
Summer 2009 graduate
Valdosta State University MLIS Program
NONFICTION
The History of Public Library
Access for African Americans in
the South or, Leaving Behind the
Plow by David M. Battles (Scarecrow
Press, 2009; ISBN 978-0-8108-6247-0,
$40.00)
Battles provides a detailed
chronological account of integration
in American public libraries from the
early 19th century through the mid-1960’s, placed in its
cultural and historical context as part of the larger
struggle for Civil Rights. Battles explains why southern
states maintained segregation longer than northern
states, key legal cases that impacted equality for African
Americans, and how the South gradually gave way to
political and social forces calling for equality — including
desegregation of public buildings. Personalities such as W.
E. B. DuBois and Booker T. Washington are given their
due, but Battles also highlights quotes or stories from
The Georgia Library Quarterly reviews books on aspects of life in Georgia and the South, including history, literature,
politics, education and genealogy. Materials written by Southern authors or published by regional publishers may also
be considered, as well as those on libraries and librarianship.
Brijin Boddy, Off the Shelf Co-editor, Chattahoochee Valley Regional Library System, bboddy@cvrls.net
Karen Odom, Off the Shelf Co-editor, Houston County Public Libraries, kodom@houpl.org
See more Off the Shelf reviews at http://gla.georgialibraries.org/glq_bookreviews.htm
1
Puffer-Rothenberg: REVIEW: The History of Public Library Access for African Americans
Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2009
32   Fall 2009   Georgia Library Quarterly
people who are not as well-known yet played key roles in
establishing libraries for, and opening professional
librarianship to, African Americans. The chronology
suffers occasionally as Battles places people or events out
of order, or mentions someone who will not be fully
identified until several pages (i.e. years) have passed.
Sticklers for political correctness will note a few uses of
the term “colored” and the author’s sympathetic ear for
Blacks who chose to make the best of segregation. The
short chapters — some covering only a few years’ time —
and clear prose will make this account very accessible to
students from high school through college. Highly
recommended to academic libraries and collections
supporting African American studies, or library science
programs. Includes end notes, works cited and index. 




Also Known as Harper by Ann
Haywood Leal (Henry Holt and
Company, 2009; ISBN:  978-0-8050-
8881-6, $16.99)
Have you ever been down on your
luck and can’t seem to get back on
top? Well that is exactly what has
happened to fifth grader Harper Lee
Morgan. Since her father left, her
mother has been struggling to pay the
rent and put food on the table. Then after a few missed
rent payments, Harper and her family are now faced with
the new realities of being homeless. The worst news for
Harper comes when she must stay out of school to watch
after her younger brother, Hemingway, missing the
annual school poetry contest. Poetry has always been the
one place where Harper can find solace and peace within
her complicated life, and to miss the contest for the
second year in a row is essentially devastating. To top it all
off, Harper’s schoolmate, neighbor, and cruel arch
nemesis, Winnie Rae Early, makes it a daily ritual to
squash Harper’s hopes and dreams of a better situation
for herself and her family. Leal’s characters are detailed
and emotionally intricate, forcing the reader feel as if they
are sharing in the same life struggles. Their trials and
struggles of homelessness and rejection become your
own. The antagonist of the novel is one reader’s will love
to hate, with a Nurse Ratched-esqe personality that will
invoke unfounded depths of anger within the reader’s
soul. However in the end, it is delightful to see the family
find strength in the written word: Harper’s poetry or more
specifically the great novel To Kill a Mockingbird to which
Harper is named after. Intended for readers ages 9-12,
Also Known as Harper is a heartwarming and triumphant
tale for every literature buff. 
— Reviewed by Jennifer Green
Snellville Branch
Gwinnett County Public Library
Swallow Me Whole by Nate Powell
(Top Shelf Productions, 2008; ISBN
978-1-60309-033-9, $19.95)
A 2009 Eisner Award winner for Best
Original Graphic Novel, Swallow Me
Whole follows teenage stepsiblings
Ruth and Perry through days of coping
with high school, peers, and a home
life with caring but unknowing
parents and a feeble grandmother dying on the sofa. The
kids confide in each other matter-of-factly about hearing
things no one else can. Ruth is obsessed with insects,
collects specimens in jars and can be overwhelmed with
visions of insect swarms. She cannot walk across the grass
because of all the tiny life forms she sees— and hears—
there. Perry struggles with a wizard pencil topper that
talks to him about a mysterious “mission” and pesters
him to draw things the reader doesn’t see. Ruth is
diagnosed as a possible schizophrenic and starts taking
antipsychotics, while Perry’s doctor feels his talking pencil
topper is a relatively minor problem. In spite of her
parents’ concern, professional help, medication, a
boyfriend (who she realizes draws her away from her
insects) and a work-study job she likes, Ruth disappears
into her own fantastic visions. In the end her fate is not
clear, and the now-deceased grandmother appears to
Perry, warning him not to be “swallowed whole” in the
same way. The black-and-white illustrations are very dark,
shadowy or  muddled. Conversations occurring around
Perry and Ruth are deliberately cut out of the frame or
made illegible, nicely conveying the clamor of
conversations in high school hallways. Powell has created
an affecting, disturbing and sad picture of disordered
teens, and how mental fragility can persist in spite of a
family’s best efforts. Highly recommended for graphic
novel collections. 
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